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I11.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Pole, | 

The Nihar [Contai] of the 7th October learns from a trustworthy 

” eorrespondent writing from Mugbera that ravages 

Crocodile scare near Sarpaiin gre being committed by crocodiles in the Conta 

drainage canal from Sarpai to Balighai and Tikra- 

para. Two or three cows are being carried away every week, and men are being 

killed from time to time, Lately a woman was killed near Chaumukh. The 

crocodiles are day and night found roaming on land. At night they give long 

chase to stray passengers. The residents ofthe place are unable to protect 

themselves for want of fire-arms. Government should keep guns and powder 
in the Sarpai toll-office for killing crocodiles. 


(b)\— Working cf the Courts. 


2. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 7th October says that Babu 
Akshay Kumar Chatterji, Deputy Magistrate of 
gal ae ; merry of Tangail, Mymensiagh district, having notified that 
iene OOM on the 15th and 16th September he would hold 
Court at Kokdahara and Fulki, respectively, parties and their mukhtars took 
care to be present at those places on those dates. The Deputy Magistrate did 
not, however, hold Court at those two places on the dates in question, He held 
Court at Karatia. Who is responsible for the trouble and waste of money 
which parties and their mukhtars have had to suffer on this account? 


(d )—Education. 


8. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh |] of the 7th October, referring to the 
nglish pronunciation circular, remarks that it is 
vse f by long intercourse with Englishmen that 
English idiom can be mastered. The knowledge of English idiom which can 
be acquired by studying the English classics is enough for Indians, What is 
the good of wasting one’s energies on a thorough mastery of English idiom ? 
At present scientific education is needed by Indians far more than linguistic 
education. Why pester them, then, with linguistic details and niceties? 

Pure Englishmen cannot be had as teachers for small pay, and Indians can 
never entrust the moral education of their boys to Eurasians. 

Attacks are being made upon education from all quarters in a way which 
calls for the greatest vigilance on the part of the Indians, It would not be 
possible to counteract this hostile movement without combined action on the 
part of all Hindus and Musalmans. 

4, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 


ass sienna 8th October says that if none but those who are 
able to pass an examination in the pronanciation 

of English words and a correct use of English idioms are to be appointed as 
teachers in mutassal schools, the number of such schools will he greatly reduced. 
For no one who will pass such an examination will agree to serve for a small 
pay, and mufassal schools are not in a position to pay their lower teachers more 
than Rs. 10 to Rs. 15. The Government schools will probably continue to 
exist, and Kuropeans and Eurasians, who can talk English much like English- 
men, will be appointed as lower teachers in these schools. They will, of 
course, have to be paid higher salaries, but Government will not perhaps grudge 
them this favour. We can, however, by no means -bring ourselves to believe 
that it is with the object of providing for a number of low-class white men 
that Government has issued its highly objectionable circular about the examin- 
ation of teachers in English idiom and pronunciation. ‘The recommendations 
of the Universities Commission, if carried into effect, will keep thousands of 
students out of college every year, and if this circular be now given effect to, 
thousands of boys will be totally denied the benefit of English education, for 
if most schools are abolished, where will they learn English? This arrange- 


ment will further injure the health of native boys by subjecting them to an 
even more severe strain than what they have to bear at present. 


The pronunciation circular. 


N1HAR, 
Oct 7th, 19C2, 


CHARU MIHIR, 
Oct. 7th, 1902. 


CHARU MIHIB, 
Oct. 7th, 1902, 


Sri SRI VISHNU- 
PRIYA-0- 

ANANDA-BAZAR 
PATRIKA, 


Oct. 8th, 1902. 
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BcRDWAN 
SANJIVANI, 


Oct. 7th, 1902. 


BANGABANDRU, 
Sept, 27th, 1902. 


ROZNAMA-I-MUKAD- 
pas HABLUL 
MATEEN, 


Oct. 6th, 1902, 


SRI SRI VISHNU- 
PRIYA-0- 
ANANDA BaZaR 
PaTRIKA, 


Oct, 8th, 1902. 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


5. The Burdwan Sanjwani [Burdwan] of the 7th October has heard 
from a trustworthy source that the lessee of the 
The sadar ferry ghat near Burd- sqqqr ferry ghat near Burdwan is still realizing a 


— fee of two pi 


ice from passengers, although i 
ing to existing rules this fare could be bec up to the 15th Rapteaber a 


The lessee says that he has received permission from the Collector to charge 
this rate for two months more. If the Collector has really granted such per- 
mission to the lessee, the fact should be notified to the public, and if no such 
permission has been granted, passengers should be protected from this illegal 
exaction. 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and trrigation. 


6. The Bangabandhu |Chandernagore]} of the 27th September complains 
that third class passengers at the Sealdah station 
have to suffer great inconvenience from overcrowd- 
ing near the ticket-room, because the chaprasis 
admit everybody by the exit passage if they only obtain a pice or so. This 
mav be prevented by the stationing of a guard at the place or by the issue of 
tickets a little before a train starts. In the trains more than five passengers 
are found to sit on the same bench as before, and in defiance of Lord Curzon’s 
circular prohibiting such crowding. 
7. The Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablu! Mateen [Calcutta] of the 6th October 
often hears native first and second class passengers 
Plc per egy — = complain of the rough usage which they receive at 
Mo” the hands of European passengers of the same 
classes, ‘The Railway authorities ought to provide 
separate accommodation for European passengers, or take steps for the 
protection of native passengers against such treatment. 


Irregularities at the Sealdah 
station. 


VI.—MISscELLANEOUS, 


8. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika | Calcutta] of the 
ist teed: nis an © 8th — writes as follows:— — 

ee  aiek an tae Mie. ays the Daily Chronicle:—“ Lord Curzon 
es fy oe evidently intends to make of the grand Darbar at 
Delhi next January, a splendid ‘and inspiring 
pageant, the fame and magnificence of which will be talked over for gener- 
ations in every village of India.” If Lord Curzon’s intention be really such 
as this English paper states it to be, we must say that it is an intention which, 
in our opinion, will never be fulfilled. The people of this country still read 
the Mahabharat ; even the shop-keepers of Bengal read this great epic in its 
famous Bengali version by Kasiram Das. ‘The magnificence and colossal 
proportions of Yudhisthir’s Raysuya as described in this epic are such as to 
transcend even the boldest flights of a modern poet’s fancy, and before the 
splendour of the pageant as described there Lord Curzon’s Rajsuya will pale 
as the glowworm pales before the sun. We will here extract a few passages 

from the account which Kasiram has given of Yudhisthir’s Rajsuya :-— 


‘On receiving the king’s order the son of the princess of Madra sent 
envoys to bring artists to whom various precious stones were given to build 
with. Millions of artists were employed day and night to build. They 
built fanes with gold and gems, and adorned these with jewels and pearls. 
Every building contained hundreds of rooms in which were stored food and 
drink of various kinds, Fine buildings were raised for the four castes, 
respectively—buildings built so finely as to have no peers on earth.” | 


Now hear how Lord.Curzon’s Darbar church is to be built. We heard 
that it would be made of tin. The Simla News, however, says that it will 
not be made of tin, and that it has not been as yet decided how or with what 
material it will be built. The Secretary to the Central Committee of the 
Delhi Darbar has written to the Provincial Governments to arrange for the 
construction of camps and tents for the Indian princes. These camps and 
tents will be ready by the ldth November. It is therefore easy to see how 


— EE ieee rr. 
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very magnificent these things will be. After so long a time arrangements 
‘ie an | made for har Pi, 5 and we read that “the water difficulty 1s 
now fully overcome.” Now hear the description of water-supply in Yudhis- 
thir’s Rajsuya given in the Mahabharat :— 


“Every house was provided with food, apparel and bedding, and with 
tanks and wells full of water, whose fragrance delighted the heart.” 


Some may suppose that the idea of decorating the Darbar grounds with 
trees is one that could emanate only from the cultivated European taste. 
Let such people note what the Mahabharat has to say on this point :— 


‘There were lakhs of houses and other pleasant spots, and various trees 
bearing fruit and flowers were planted.” 


The newspapers are publishing accounts of the profuse store of eatables 
which is being collected for the Darbar, and the authorities perhaps flatter 
themselves that this unprecedented affair will remain graven in the memory 
of many successive generatious of Indians, for far from having ever witnessed. 
such a thing, they have never perhaps even heard of it. This is probably 
what many Europeans think. But hear what the Mahabharat says:— 


‘‘Indrasena and others provided food and drink. Things poured in from 
all points of the compass. Lakhs of carriages drawn by elephants, camels, 
and oxen, as well as bullocks and boats brought in all sorts of provisions. 
Day and night, morning and evening, things poured in incessantly and without 
the least intermission,” 


Some may suppose that carriages drawn by elephants, camels, and oxen 
could not have, after all, brought in so very large a supply of food, and that 
not carts, but goods trains, will carry provisions to Lord Curzon’s Darbar. 
Readers of the Mahabharat, however, will derive little satisfaction from this, 
for they will judge of the amount of food-supply by the number of guest 
assembled. Now hear how many people were assembled in Yudhisthir’s 
imperial Coronation :— 


“The kings, as soon as they heard of the Coronation from the envoys, 
hastened with tributes like these, from the Himalayas on the north to the 
sea on the east, from the Indus on the west to Lanka on the south. On they 
went day and night and night and day. The population of the entire world 
seemed to have been gathered together. ‘There were elephants, horses, 
chariots, charioted warriors, and the sounds of various musical instruments. 
The earth was covered with flags, umbrellas, and standards. All day and 
night there was a constant traffic of passengers. Kings came from all sides. 
Everybody assembled at the door of the Coronation edifice. Hearing that 
there would be an imperial Coronation many people came uninvited. There 
came landsmen, watermen, and hillmen, and lakhs of ascetics and saintly 


hermits. ee et went on in every house, as well as in open spaces, and crores 
of cooks employed themselves in cooking,” , 


Successive generations of Indians will not talk of the magnificence of 
Lord Curzon’s Darbar, forgetting the pageant so celebrated in their own 
epic. If the object of Lord Curzon in wasting so much money be solely to 
leave a name in this country, he will certainly fail to gain his end. 

The titles of those whom Lord Curzon ‘has entrusted with the orderin 
of affairs are quite in keeping with the character of the Darbar itself. We 
have already mentioned the number of troops to be stationed at the Darbar, 
The names of those who have received charge of affairs have also been 
mentioned. Let the reader now read the account given in the Mahabharat :-— 


__ In consultation with Vishma, Yudhisthir assigned different duties to 
different persons with due regard to the qualification of each for the task 
imposed on him, Vishma and Drona were entrusted with the ordering of the 
ceremony, while Duryodhana received charye of the stores. Duhsasan was 
entrusted with the charge of provisions. The preceptor’s son had the task 
of worshipping the Brahmans imposed upon him. Dhananjay himself was 
appointed to worship the kings. Kripa was entrusted with the duty of 
giving largesses to Brahmans, while Karna received the charge of makin 
gifts. Krishna himself undertook the charge of waiting upon all and Dhrita- 


rastra, Somdatta, and the son of Pratip were appointed superintendents of 


houses.” 
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charioted warriors under him, while to maintain order everyw 
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Here the officers employed were quite in keeping with the characte; 
of the ceremony. Everyone of these names awakens in the Indian mind 
proud and solemn feelings of love. Now hear of the generals and troops 
that were appointed to keep the gates:— 


‘Warriors were appointed to guard the gates. At the eastern gate wors 
stationed warriors of high renown with thousands of troops. The great hero 
Indrasen, kept this gate. Aniruddha was appointed to keep the northern gate 
and had sixty thousand troops placed under him. Satyaki was stationed at 
the southern gate at the head of twenty thousand charioted warriors, The 
western gate was kept by the son of Dhritarastra with sires 4 thousand 
ere Bhima 
constantly moved about at the head of a lakh of charioted soldiers,” 

This description of the imperial Coronation in the Dwapara Yuga stijj 
keeps fresh in the Indian mind the memory of that splendid pageant. Lord 
Curzon’s Darbar, however glorious it may appear to Europeans, will therefore 
hardly appear very glorious to the people of India. 


Benoa! TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
The 18th October, 1902. Benga Translator. 
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